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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
Claims 8,9,12,13,19,20, and 22-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Richardson US Patent 6646864. 
Regarding claim 8, Richardson discloses an apparatus comprising: 
a first surface comprising a hollow(element 81 8, 91 4, Figs 1 -1 2) having a shape of a 
symbol, wherein a portion of the first surface forming the hollow is configured to transmit 
light emitted by a light source(element 820, 916, Figs 1-12); and a second surface 
located on the opposite side of the plastic object with respect to said first surface, 
wherein the symbol is visually perceptible through the second surface when light is 
emitted from a side that said first surface faces(Figs 8,9), wherein the first and second 
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surfaces are formed of a homogenous material and wherein the hollow does not extend 
to the second surface(element 818, 914, Figs 1-12). 

Regarding claim 9, Richardson discloses characterized in that said object is formed of a 
homogeneous plastic molded material(column 8, lines 40-45). 

Regarding claim 12, Richardson discloses wherein said second surface is configured to 
reflect light(element 102, Figs 1-12). 

Regarding claim 13, Richardson discloses wherein the portion of the first surface 
forming the hollow does not reflect light and is configured to transmit light from a side 
that said second surface faces to the side said first surface faces(column 8, lines 38-45, 
element 102, Figs 1-12). 

Regarding claim 19, Richardson discloses an apparatus comprising: 

a plastic object of a homogeneous material(column 8, lines 40-45), the plastic object 

including: 

a first surface which comprises a hollow(element 818, 914, Figs 1-12) having a shape of 
a symbol, wherein a portion of the first surface forming the hollow is configured to 
transmit light emitted by a light source(element 820, 916, Figs 1-12); and a second 
surface located on the opposite side of the plastic object with respect to said first 
surface, wherein the symbol is visually perceptible through the second surface when 
light is emitted from a side that said first surface faces(Figs 8,9), wherein the first and 
second surfaces are formed of a homogenous material and wherein the hollow does not 
extend to the second surface(element 818, 914, Figs 1-12). 



Application/Control Number: 10/510,443 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2841 

Regarding claim 20, Richardson discloses wherein the plastic object comprises a 
homogeneous plastic molded material(column 8, lines 40-45). 

Regarding claim 22, Richardson discloses wherein the hollow comprises a recess in the 
first surface and wherein a first thickness between the first and second surfaces outside 
of the hollow is greater than a second thickness between the first and second surfaces 
in the hollow(elements 818, 914, Figs 1-12). 

Regarding claim 23, Richardson discloses wherein the first and second surfaces and 
the hollow are integrally formed of the homogenous material(column 8, lines 40-45). 
Regarding claim 24, Richardson discloses wherein the hollow comprises a recess in the 
first surface and wherein a first thickness between the first and second surfaces outside 
of the hollow is greater than a second thickness between the first and second surfaces 
in the hollow(elements 818, 914, Figs 1-12). 

Regarding claim 25, Richardson discloses wherein the first and second surfaces and 
the hollow are integrally formed of the homogenous material(column 8, lines 40-45). 
Regarding claim 26, Richardson discloses an apparatus comprising: 
a first surface comprising a recess(element 818, 914, Figs 1-12) having a shape of a 
symbol, wherein a portion of the first surface forming the recess is configured to 
transmit light emitted by a light source(element 820, 916, Figs 1-12); and a second 
surface located on an opposite side of the object with respect to said first 
surface, wherein the symbol is visually perceptible through the second surface when 
light is emitted from a side that said first surface faces(Figs 8,9), 
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wherein the first and second surfaces are formed of a homogenous material and 
wherein the recess does not extend to the second surface(element 818, 914, Figs 1- 
12). 

Regarding claim 27, Richardson discloses wherein the first and second surfaces 
comprise a homogeneous plastic material(column 8, lines 40-45). 
Regarding claim 28, Richardson discloses wherein the first and second surfaces and 
the recess are integrally formed(column 8, lines 40-45). 

Regarding claim 29, Richardson discloses wherein a first thickness between the first 
and second surfaces outside of the recess is greater than a second thickness between 
the first and second surfaces in the recess(elements 818, 914, Figs 1-12). 



Additional Comments Regarding The Claims 

Regarding recitations throughout the claims that an element is 'configured to' perform a 
function, it is the position of the Office that such recitations are not deemed as being 
positive limitations, and thus, only requires the ability to so perform. In this case, the 
prior art of record is broadly construed by the Office as at least possessing such ability. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 10,11, and 21 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
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Regarding dependent claims 10 and 21, in the context of the claimed invention, the 
pertinent prior art, when taken alone, or, in combination, does not fairly teach of suggest 
a first and second polycarbonate compounds substantially in equal amounts. Claim 1 1 
depends from claim 10. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 8-13 and 19-29 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAMEON E. LEVI whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2105. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. (9:00 - 5:00) 
IFP, Fridays Telework. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-1984. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Dameon E Levi 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2841 

/Dameon E Levi/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2841 



